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between the top and bottom of such 
primary enclosure. 

[43 FR 56215, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 55 
FR 28883, July 16, 1990]

§ 3.41 Handling. 

(a) Any person who is subject to the 
Animal Welfare regulations and who 
moves live guinea pigs or hamsters 
from an animal holding area of a ter-
minal facility to a primary conveyance 
or vice versa shall do so as quickly and 
efficiently as possible. Any person sub-
ject to the Animal Welfare Act and 
holding any live guinea pig or hamster 
in an animal holding area of a terminal 
facility or transporting any live guinea 
pig or hamster to or from a terminal 
facility shall provide the following: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight. When sun-
light is likely to cause overheating or 
discomfort, sufficient shade shall be 
provided to protect the live guinea pigs 
and hamsters from the direct rays of 
the sun and such live guinea pigs or 
hamsters shall not be subjected to sur-
rounding air temperatures which ex-
ceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.), and which shall be 
measured and read in the manner pre-
scribed § 3.40 of this part, for a period of 
more than 45 minutes. 

(2) Shelter from rain or snow. Live 
guinea pigs and hamsters shall be pro-
vided protection to allow them to re-
main dry during rain or snow. 

(3) Shelter from cold weather. Trans-
porting devices shall be covered to pro-
vide protection for live guinea pigs and 
hamsters when the outdoor air tem-
perature falls below 10 °C. (50 °F.), and 
such live guinea pigs and hamsters 
shall not be subjected to surrounding 
air temperatures which fall below 7.2 
°C. (45 °F.), and which shall be meas-
ured and read in the manner prescribed 
in § 3.40 of this part, for a period of 
more than 45 minutes. 

(b) Care shall be exercised to avoid 
handling of the primary enclosure in 
such a manner that may cause physical 
or emotional trauma to the live guinea 
pig or hamster contained therein. 

(c) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port any live guinea pig or hamster 
shall not be tossed, dropped, or need-
lessly tilted and shall not be stacked in 

a manner which may reasonably be ex-
pected to result in their falling. 

[43 FR 21163, May 16, 1978, as amended at 43 
FR 56216, Dec. 1, 1978; 55 FR 28883, July 16, 
1990]

Subpart C—Specifications for the 
Humane Handling, Care, 
Treatment and Transportation 
of Rabbits

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS

§ 3.50 Facilities, general. 

(a) Structural strength. Indoor and 
outdoor housing facilities for rabbits 
shall be structurally sound and shall be 
maintained in good repair, to protect 
the animals from injury, to contain the 
animals, and to restrict the entrance of 
other animals. 

(b) Water and electric power. Reliable 
and adequate electric power, if re-
quired to comply with other provisions 
of this subpart, and adequate potable 
water shall be available. 

(c) Storage. Supplies of food and bed-
ding shall be stored in facilities which 
adequately protect such supplies 
against infestation or contamination 
by vermin. Refrigeration shall be pro-
vided for supplies of perishable food. 

(d) Waste disposal. Provision shall be 
made for the removal and disposal of 
animal and food wastes, bedding, dead 
animals, and debris. Disposal facilities 
shall be so provided and operated as to 
minimize vermin infestation, odors, 
and disease hazards. 

(e) Washroom and sinks. Facilities, 
such as washrooms, basins, or sinks, 
shall be provided to maintain cleanli-
ness among animal caretakers. 

[32 FR 3273, Feb. 24, 1967, as amended at 44 
FR 63492, Nov. 2, 1979]

§ 3.51 Facilities, indoor. 

(a) Heating. Indoor housing facilities 
for rabbits need not be heated. 

(b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facili-
ties for rabbits shall be adequately ven-
tilated to provide for the health and 
comfort of the animals at all times. 
Such facilities shall be provided with 
fresh air either by means of windows, 
doors, vents, or air conditioning and 
shall be ventilated so as to minimize 
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drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as ex-
haust fans and vents or air condi-
tioning, shall be provided when the am-
bient temperature is 85 °F. or higher. 

(c) Lighting. Indoor housing facilities 
for rabbits shall have ample light, by 
natural or artificial means, or both, of 
good quality and well distributed. Such 
lighting shall provide uniformly dis-
tributed illumination of sufficient 
light intensity to permit routine in-
spection and cleaning during the entire 
working period. Primary enclosures 
shall be so placed as to protect the rab-
bits from excessive illumination. 

(d) Interior surfaces. The interior 
building surfaces of indoor housing fa-
cilities shall be constructed and main-
tained so that they are substantially 
impervious to moisture and may be 
readily sanitized.

§ 3.52 Facilities, outdoor. 

(a) Shelter from sunlight. When sun-
light is likely to cause overheating or 
discomfort, sufficient shade shall be 
provided to allow all rabbits kept out-
doors to protect themselves from the 
direct rays of the sun. When the atmos-
pheric temperature exceeds 90 °F. arti-
ficial cooling shall be provided by a 
sprinkler system or other means. 

(b) Shelter from rain or snow. Rabbits 
kept outdoors shall be provided with 
access to shelter to allow them to re-
main dry during rain or snow. 

(c) Shelter from cold weather. Shelter 
shall be provided for all rabbits kept 
outdoors when the atmospheric tem-
perature falls below 40 °F. 

(d) Protection from predators. Outdoor 
housing facilities for rabbits shall be 
fenced or otherwise enclosed to mini-
mize the entrance of predators. 

(e) Drainage. A suitable method shall 
be provided to rapidly eliminate excess 
water.

§ 3.53 Primary enclosures. 

All primary enclosures for rabbits 
shall conform to the following require-
ments: 

(a) General. (1) Primary enclosures 
shall be structurally sound and main-
tained in good repair to protect the 
rabbits from injury, to contain them, 
and to keep predators out. 

(2) Primary enclosures shall be con-
structed and maintained so as to en-
able the rabbits to remain dry and 
clean. 

(3) Primary enclosures shall be con-
structed and maintained so that the 
rabbits contained therein have conven-
ient access to clean food and water as 
required in this subpart. 

(4) The floors of the primary enclo-
sures shall be constructed so as to pro-
tect the rabbits’ feet and legs from in-
jury. Litter shall be provided in all pri-
mary enclosures having solid floors. 

(5) A suitable nest box containing 
clean nesting material shall be pro-
vided in each primary enclosure hous-
ing a female with a litter less than one 
month of age. 

(b) Space requirements for primary en-
closures acquired before August 15, 1990. 
Primary enclosures shall be con-
structed and maintained so as to pro-
vide sufficient space for the animal to 
make normal postural adjustments 
with adequate freedom of movement. 
Each rabbit housed in a primary enclo-
sure shall be provided a minimum 
amount of floor space, exclusive of the 
space taken up by food and water re-
ceptacles, in accordance with the fol-
lowing table:

Category Individual weights 
(pounds) 

Minimum 
space per 

rabbit 
(square 
inches) 

Groups ........................ 3 through 5 ................. 144
6 through 8 ................. 288
9 or more ................... 432

Individual adults .......... 3 through 5 ................. 180
6 through 8 ................. 360
9 through 11 ............... 540
12 or more ................. 720

Nursing females .......... 3 through 5 ................. 576
6 through 8 ................. 720
9 through 11 ............... 864
12 or more ................. 1080

(c) Space requirements for primary en-
closures acquired on or after August 15, 
1990. (1) Primary enclosures shall be 
constructed and maintained so as to 
provide sufficient space for the animal 
to make normal postural adjustments 
with adequate freedom of movement. 

(2) Each rabbit housed in a primary 
enclosure shall be provided a minimum 
amount of floor space, exclusive of the 
space taken up by food and water re-
ceptacles, in accordance with the fol-
lowing table:
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